to be published. It will serve as an invaluable reference book not only for those working for examinations but also for anyone wishing to obtain detailed information on any specific subject.
The chapter on obstetric anesthesia and analgesia written partly by the late Dr Hamer Hodges will be particularly appreciated. His untimely death created a gap in this aspect of the specialty which it will be difficult to fill. All the authors are recognized authorities in their chosen subject and Dr Hewer is to be congratulated on gathering together such a strong team.
The book is beautifully printed and the illustrations are clear and useful. It maintains in every way the high standards set by previous editions. 
Edinburgh & London: E & S Livingstone 1963
There have been many centenary volumes, worthy, dull and tendentious. This one is funpartly because of the curious history of St John's Hospital but chiefly because of the puckish selection of material. Dr Brian Russell has done some splendid research in this delightful account of the first hundred years of the hospital. There are some choice quotations from the Lancet which neither liked the hospital nor approved of special hospitals: the uninhibited candour of the Lancet's criticisms are refreshing to a degree to read at this time when editors (and reviewers) are so carefully genteel. But in those days the Lancet was probably right and it was not until dermatologists from teaching hospitals associated themselves with St John's that the hospital began to climb from its lowly and slightly unsavoury status. All the serious facts are here, too, right up to the present day. There are attractive illustrations of the hospital and its locality, together with pictures of many of its leading personalities. This book makes ideal bedside reading. This is a worthy addition to the established series of 'Recent Advances' published by Churchill. It comes at an opportune time when there is much discussion about emergency and accident services to replace the outdated casualty departments, the poor orphans of many large hospitals.
It is not, however, everyone who will agree that an orthopaedic surgeon is the logical personto be the administrative director of such services. Each chapter deals with a specific aspect of trauma and the editor is to be congratulated on his choice of authors, all of whom have dealt extensively with their subjects and are established authorities.
Shock is still the villain of the accident tragedy, and it is perhaps a pity that more space for detail has not been given to this section. Some of the more recent advances in the treatment of normovolkmic shock with low molecular infusions could well have been added.
This minor criticism of omission is indeed praise to a book which has amassed a great deal of factual knowledge into a reliably compact manual, which deserves to find its way on to the shelf of every doctor who may come into contact with an accident case, whether it be in the initial treatment or in the process of recovery.
JAMES 0 ROBINSON
Practical Malariology by Paul F Russell MD MPH SCD(Hon), Luther S West PhD, Reginald D Manwell AM SCD and George Macdonald CMG MD FRCP 2nd ed pp xiv +750 illustrated 84s London: Oxford University Press 1963 The first edition of this book, which has for a long time been out of print, was published in 1946. Advances in malariology since that date have necessitated a thorough revision of the text and the rewriting of several chapters. In this task the original three authors have been joined by Professor G Macdonald of the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.
A measure of the improved situation throughout the world is given by the statement that the main problems are now administrative, rather than technological, and that although malaria is still widely prevalent, its incidence is falling annually by tens of millions of cases.
The book is admirably produced, and the illustrations are clear. It can be recommended with confidence. Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1963 In lumbar discography the anatomy of the intervertebral disc is investigated by the injection of radiopaque material into the nucleus palposus.
The discogram when normal reveals the nucleus as a bilocular, discoid or rounded shadow. When the disc is degenerate the shadow of the nucleus is spread as a flattened layer over the whole adjacent surfaces of the vertebral body; if a protrusion has occurred its presence is indicated by the spread of dye through the annulus. The occurrence of back and lower limb pain in the distribution of the patient's spontaneous pain at the time of the injection is an important indication that the injected level is that causing the symptoms.
In this monograph discography is exhaustively discussed and over 1,600 cases analysed. The technique is fully described and an excellent atlas of radiographs provided to show the various types of normal and abnormal discogram. The superiority of the method over various types of myelography is stressed and it is indicated that only by discography can the presence or absence of degeneration, as distinct from protrusion, of an intervertebral disc be conclusively demonstrated.
It is clear that in experienced hands discography is a valuable method of investigating the lumbar intervertebral discs. It may indeed be the only method of demonstrating degeneration in a disc, and in cases in which spinal fusion is under consideration it might therefore be of value. In cases of disc protrusion where diagnosis and the indications for surgery are considered by some to be most soundly based on clinical examination and plain radiography, the indications for discography would seem infrequent.
The book is well produced and illustrated and a worth-while addition to the intervertebral disc literature.
J E A O'CONNELL

Compendium of Emergencies edited by H Gardiner-Hill MD FRCP ppxi+328 55s London: Butterworths 1963
This book attempts the difficult task of providing in one volume a compendium or summary of experts' views on the emergency aspects of most branches of medicine as well as non-operative aspects of some surgical conditions. It is full of authoritative information but in a few places is disappointing. To have put in too many details would have made it more than a compendium, yet without details some statements are unhelpful. What, for example, is a 'specially prepared' solution of sodium bicarbonate? This is more a book to be read and thought about before the emergency occurs than one to turn to at the time. The reader seeking details on cardiac arrest will not find them in the next chapter, as promised on page 72, though the subject is considered under anxsthetic emergencies. The editor has allowed some overlapping and disagreement between contributors but Schafer's and Eve's methods of artificial respiration would be better omitted if, as stated on page 249, chest squeezings are in nearly every case completely ineffectual. References would help the nonspecialist to plan in detail his approach to a given emergency but they are only found in the attractive chapter on urological emergencies by the only overseas contributor, Ian Parton. The chapter on pois;onmig is up, to date but abridgemet>ha sometimes, as in the case of toadstool poiw made a statement. valueless. A disproportionate amount of space goes to dental emergencies. This is a valuable and attractive book which many will want to look at, but at the price of 55s some will hesitate to buy. C ALLAN BIRCH Electroencephalography edited by Denis Hill and Geoffrey Parr 2nd ed pp viii +509. illustrated 90s London: Macdonald 1963 It is thirteen years since the first edition of this standard textbook appeared, and during this time many manuals upon the use of electroencephalography have appeared. Some have been descriptive atlases, some handbooks for the clinician, and some clinical-technical expositions. This present work has been the standard reference in all laboratories because it has been concerned with the scientific basis of electroencephalography as well as with its use in clinical diagnosis and in the management of patients with brain disease. The basic subjects of physics, chemistry, and physiology have been strengthened by the addition of new authors, and the result is virtually a new book. The detailed introduction by Dr Grey Walter dealing with electronics and techniques of recording is particularly lucid and essential to the understanding of the subject, as is the chapter on the physiological basis of electroencephalography by Professor Whitteridge and Dr Walsh. This basic introduction is followed by an account of the development of normal rhythms and the electroencephalogram in childhood by Dr Desmond Pond, and then Professor Hill and Dr Cobb deal with the clinical application of the techniques, and their interpretation. A welcome and essential addition is an account of the techniques of direct recording from the brain at operation by Dr John Bates of the Medical Research Council. The present volume will have an even wider circulation than its predecessor.
DENIS WILLIAMS
Children in Hospital Studies in Planning A Report of Studies made by the Division for Architectural Studies of the Nuffield Foundation pp xi + 115 illustrated 40s London &c.: Oxford University Pressfor the Nuffield Foundation 1963 It is clear that with the coming of sulphonamides, antibiotics and antituberculous drugs the whole pattern of disease in childhood has drastically changed in the last twenty-five years. It is now increasingly rare to see cases of severe chest diseaseempyema, bronchiectasis, pulmonary tuberculosisand no longer are children admitted
